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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Western Philosophical Association met conjointly with the North 
Central Section of the American Psychological Association, in Chicago, 
March 28-30. The members of the former Association were the guests 
of the University of Chicago, and their sessions were held in the Law 
Building of the University. The following program was offered: Friday 
morning, The Pedagogy of Philosophy. A Conference on. Methods: 
' Garman as a Teacher,' James H. Tufts; 'The Teaching of Psychology,' 
James R. Angell ; ' A Sketch of an Experimental Course in Esthetics,' 
Max Meyer ; ' The Teaching of Ethics,' Frank Thilly. Friday afternoon, 
The Interpretation of the Religious Consciousness: ' The New Mysticism,' 
George A. Coe; 'A Bit of Physiological Religious Psychology,' E. D. 
Starbuek; ' The Philosophical Interpretation of the Religious Conscious- 
ness,' F. C. French ; ' Suggestions toward the Psychology of Religion,' 
Irving King. Friday evening, Annual Address of the President: 'The 
Ego and the Empirical Psychology,' W. B. Pillsbury. Saturday morning, 
at the philosophical session: 'Pure Experience and Reality,' E. B. Mc- 
Gilvary; ' The Attributes of Reality,' J. E. Boodin; ' The Ultimate Value 
of Experience,' Stephen S. Colvin; ' Soeren Kirkgaard,' David Swenson; 
' Realism and Objectivity,' B. H. Bode. Saturday morning, at the psy- 
chological session : ' Monaural Localization of Sound,' Daniel Starch ; 
' Further Observations on a Case of Audition without the Tympanic 
Mechanism,' W. V. D. Bingham ; ' The Effect of Reading on the Eyes of 
School Children,' W. D. Scott; 'The Intensive Method of Experiment 
and Demonstration in Elementary Psychological Instruction,' Mabel C. 
Williams; 'The Relation of Pressure and Muscle Sense,' Thaddeus L. 
Bolton ; ' Imitation in Monkeys,' John B. Watson ; ' Preliminary Report 
on some Experiments on the Transference of Training,' G. Cutler 
Fracker. Saturday afternoon, at a joint session : ' The Place of Au- 
thority in the Moral Judgments of Common Sense,' F. C. Sharp ; ' The 
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Theory of Democracy,' Warner Fite ; ' Perception and Reflection,' George 
Rebec ; ' Some Reflections upon the Efficacy of Consciousness,' Thaddeus 
L. Bolton ; ' Note on Theories of Melody,' R. H. Stetson ; ' The Normative 
Aspect of Education,' Louis C. Monin. A report of the proceedings, with 
abstracts of the papers read, will be published in full in a later issue of 
this Journal. 

At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on March 4, Dr. F. C. S. 
Schiller read a paper on ' Humism and Humanism,' the following sum- 
mary of which is from The Athenaeum: "Although humanism is, like 
Humism, an empiricism, its conception of ' experience ' is essentially 
different. (1) It is voluntaristic, not sensationalistic ; (2) it rejects 
Hume's criticism of activity; (3) it is not naturalistic, nor (4) deter- 
ministic. Rationalism, on the other hand, agrees with Humism in being 
intellectualistic and in accepting its rejection of activity, after which it 
can not avoid the Humian analysis of causation. Hume originally would 
appear to have left out of account the primitively human notion of causa- 
tion, viz., the volitional, and to have assaulted merely the current philo- 
sophic theories. The volitional theory first is mentioned in the appendix 
to the ' Treatise,' and elaborately refuted in the ' Inquiry.' This refuta- 
tion has generally been accepted by rationalists as well as by sensational- 
ists, but is not conclusive. For voluntary motion is undoubtedly the 
experience (' impression ') whence the notion of causation is derived ; 
and Hume only proves that it may — not that it must — be interpreted 
according to his own assumptions. If these are granted, a complete 
naturalism and skepticism is inevitable, and any real answer to Hume 
becomes impossible. Thus it is rationalism, and not humanism, which 
has to capitulate to Hume." 

The two hundredth anniversary of the birth of the great Swedish 
naturalist, Linnseus, falls on May 23, 1907. The New York Academy of 
Sciences has taken the initiative in organizing a suitable celebration in 
honor of Linna3us. A bridge, just completed, spanning the Bronx River 
between the Botanical Garden and the Zoological Park, will be named 
the Linnsean Bridge, and upon it will be placed a bronze tablet with a 
commemorative inscription. The following program of exercises has 
been proposed : In the morning, addresses at the Museum of Natural His- 
tory and an exhibition of the animals, minerals and rocks first classified 
by Linnseus. In the afternoon, at the Botanical Garden and Zoological 
Park in Bronx Park, addresses and exhibitions of plants and animals, 
together with the dedication of the bridge. In the evening, simultaneous 
exercises at the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute and at the New York 
Aquarium in Battery Park. It is estimated that fifteen hundred dollars 
will cover the expenses of the entire celebration. Contributions may be 
sent to the Secretary, Edmund Otis Hovey, at the American Museum of 
Natural History, New York City. 

Among those who will receive the degree of doctor of laws from the 
University of Glasgow are Emile Boutroux, Henri Poincare and Adolf 
Harnack. 



